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TOWN WARRANT. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Hampden, ss. 

To Jason A. Palmer, Constable of the Town of Palmer, Greeting: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby 
directed to notify and warn all the inhabitants of the town of Palmer 
qualified to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet at the Town Hall 
in said Palmer, on Monday, the fifteenth day of March, inst., at 10 
o’clock, A. M., to act on the following articles, viz : 

Article 1. To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 

Art. 2. To determine the number of Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, 
Assessors, School Committee, and Constables, the town will choose for the 
ensuing year. 

Art. 3. To elect all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. 

Art. 4. To act upon the Report of the School Committee, Selectmen, 
Overseers of the Poor, and other town officers. 

Art. 5. To raise such sums of money as are necessary to defray the cur¬ 
rent expenses of the town for the ensuing year. 

Art. 6. To see if the town will raise any money to reduce the debt of the 
town. 

Art. 7. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and bridges 
for the ensuing year. 

Art. 8. To see if the town will allow a discount upon the taxes that may 
be assessed the ensuing year. 

Art. 9. To determine the manner the town will take to collect the taxes 
that may be assessed, and state the terms and conditions of the same. 

Art. 10. To see if the town will make any by-laws and regulations to 
prevent the pasturing of cattle and other animals upon the streets and high¬ 
ways of the town. 

Art. 11. To see if the town will accept the list of Jurors, as revised by 
the Selectmen. 
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Art. 12. To choose Committees and give them instructions. 

Art. 13. To hear Reports of Committees, and act thereon. 

Art. 14. To see if the town build one or more Tombs, and appropriate 
money for the same. 

Art. 15. To see if the town will continue to hire the rooms now occupied 
for a lock-up and tramp room. 

Art. 16. To see what disposition the town will make, if any, of the land 
bought of A. N. Dewey for lock-up. 

Art. 17. To see if the town will vote to pay William Thompson more 
damages on account of new street, than awarded by County Commissioners. 

Art. 18. To see what action the town will take in regard to the highway 
near the Burleigh crossing (so called) on Ware River Railroad. 

The names of Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, Assessors, School Com¬ 
mittee, and Constables, who are voted for, must be all on one ballot; Town 
Clerk and Treasurer on a separate ballot. And you are hereby directed to 
serve this Warrant, by posting up attested copies thereof at the different 
public places designated by a vote of the town, seven days at least before the 
holding of said meeting, and cause this Warrant to be printed in the Palmer 
Journal, at least two issues before the time of holding said meeting. Hereof 
fail not, and make due return of this Warrant, with your doings thereon, to 
the Town Clerk, on or before the time of said meeting. 

Given under our hands, this third day of March, A. D. 1875. 

E. BROWN, ) Selectmen 

O. B. SMITH, > of 
J. 0. HAMILTON, ) Palmer . 
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ASSESSORS’ REPORT. 


Valuation of the Town of Palmer, 1874: 
Real estate, 

Personal estate, 

Total, 


$1,177,439 

593,840 

$1,771,279 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1874. 


e Tax, 

$2,320 00 

County tax, 

2,550 75 

support of Schools, 

6,000 00 

Highways, 

2,500 00 

Bridges, 

1,000 00 

Support of poor, 

1,500 00 

Putting up railing, 

500 00 

airing road near Merrick bridge, 

400 00 

Repairs on school-houses, 

400 00 

Erecting guide-boards, 

100 00 

Repairing Town House and fence, 

400 00 

Discount on taxes, 

1,000 00 

Contingencies, 

2,000 00 

Interest on town debt, 

1,000 00 

Reducing, u u 

3,000 00 

Fitting up school-rooms, 

1,000 00 

Overlays on tax, 

432 72 

Total tax, 

$26,103 47 


Whole No. Polls 
Tax on polls, 

Rate of taxation, 


1,006 

$2.00 

L.36 to the $100. 

JOHN CLOUGH, ) Assessors 
E. B. GATES, \ of 

Z, ) Palmer . 


DAVID KNOX, 


Palmer, March 2, 1875. 





TREASURER'S REPORT 


OF THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING MARCH 4, 1875. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance in Treasury, March 4, 1874, $2,722 55 

Received of State Treasurer, State aid, 1873, 1,200 00 

u “ u Corporation tax, 126 92 

u u u National Bank tax, 363 51 

u u u Income Mass. School fund, 350 28 

u u u Transportation State paupers, 7 80 

u County Treasurer, dog tax, 336 71 

Interest on Merrick fund, 57 38 

Tuition of Canterbury children, 3 00 

u Lacey u 18 00 

“ Rindge “ 10 00 

M. E. Society, rent of school-house at Duck, 50 00 

Gr. W. Randall, “ u Three Rivers, 25 00 

Good Templars, “ “ Depot, 6 25 

T. A. Leete, u “ Thorndike, 2 00 
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Received of Town of Belchertown, for repairs on bridge, 

9 

83 

‘ ‘ Spencer, aid to Mrs. Forrest, 

10 

00 

“ Mon son, bridge and school account, 1873 

18 

16 

Estate of Franklin Morgan 

211 

00 

Horace Smith, taxes collected for G. A. King, 

30 

55 

Bondsmen of G. A. King, 

389 

17 

Charles Gerald, 

145 

00 

Circus licenses 

45 

00 

Rent of Town-house, 

24 

00 

D. M. Chapman, old iron, Three Rivers bridge, 

32 

75 

G. W. Randall, old shingles and fence, 

5 

00 

J. 0. Hamilton, old plank sold, 

7 

77 

T. A. Leete, u fence “ 

5 

00 

J. G. Allen, lock-up fees, 

5 

00 

J. A. Palmer, u u 

14 

50 

Palmer Savings Bank, borrowed, 

3,700 

00 

Monson, “ 4t u 

2,300 

00 

J. S. Loomis, u 

500 

00 

J. A. Palmer, tax 1873, 

2,021 

03 

“ “ “ 1874, 

23,275 

00 


$38,028 
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EXPENDITURES. 


State tax, 

$2,320 00 

County tax, 

2,550 75 

State aid, 

1,504 00 

Reducing town debt, 

3,079 25 

Interest on notes, 

1,150 86 

Support of schools, 

7,005 21 

Fitting-up school-rooms, 

1,005 40 

Repairs on school-houses, 

568 52 

Contingent expenses for schools, 

610 68 

Contingencies, 

1,734 36 

Highways, 

2,515 88 

Bridges, 

879 79 

Support of Poor, 

1,620 78 

Building new road, and land damages, 

6,525 00 
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Repairs on highway, near Merrick bridge, 

278 

87 

Repairs on town house, 

372 

46 

Erecting guide-boards, 

73 

00 

Building railing, 

328 

75 


$34,123 

56 


Total receipts, 

$38,028 16 

Total expenditures, 

$34,123 56 


$3,904 60 

Deposited in Palmer Savings Bank, 

921 52 

Balance in Treasury, 

$2,983 08 

Respectfully submitted, 



JAS. B. SHAW, Treasurer . 





SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS. 


Paid for teachers, $6,177 

Town of Brimfield, schooling Miller children, 1873, 30 

“ “ “ “ “ 1874, 21 

Benny Johnson, care school-house, Duck, 28 


E. Hitchcock, 

u 

u 

44 

10 

W. T. Ham, 

u 

u 

Depot, 

15 

J. Dockery, 

u 

u 

44 

29 

Willie Dewey, 

t c 

a 

44 

13 

F. Stebbins, 

(t 

n 

Thorndike, 

24 

M. Thomas, 

u 

a 

44 

13 

H. Billings, 

44 

u 

44 

10 

Charles Robertson, 

u 

Three Rivers, 

12 

C. S. Ruggles, 

u 

u 

44 

12 

F. A. Ruggles, 

u 

C4 

44 

12 

G-. A. Hocum, 

w4 


Blanchards, 

5 

G-. N. Stone, 

44 

44 

44 

5 

E. S. Stone, 

44 

(4 

44 

6 

P. Bacon, 

a 

44 

Center, 

5 

A. Ware, 

u 

44 

44 

9 

Willie Ware, 

u 

4 £ 

44 

6 

Whiting, 

44 

44 

Whiting, 

5 

Eddie Kinny, 

u 

44 

Mason, 1873, 

5 


18 

00 

96 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

50 

00 

00 

75 

00 

50 

00 

00 
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Paid F. A. Little, care school-house, Shaw, 1873, $2 00 

M. C. Fenton, wood, Mason, 3 00 

F. Ashworth, 44 Blanchard, 4 50 

C. Collis, “ 44 6 00 

C. Allen, 4 4 4 4 7 00 

F. Blanchard, 44 44 2 00 

D. J. Lyons, 44 Center, 9 50 

H. Smith, 4 4 4 4 1 3 00 

H. Hunt, 44 44 1873, 6 00 

Thorndike Co., 44 Thorndike, 5 00 

P. & T. D. Potter, wood, Thorndike, 0 00 

B. Jenks, 44 Three Bivers, 0 00 

C. H. Murdock, 44 44 3 50 

C. F. Smith, 44 Whitings, 17 00 

H. P. & J. S. Holden, wood, Depot, 5 00 

P. Bacon, sawing wood, Center, 2 50 

G. A. Hocum, sawing wood, Blanchards, 1 37 

J. A. Squier, coal, Depot, 90 97 

4 4 4 4 4 4 Thorndike, 21 70 

J. F. Holbrook, coal, 44 97 73 

4 4 4 4 4 4 Three Bivers, 99 25 

George Mooers, drawing coal, Thorndike, 14 80 

T. A. Leete, pd. for cleaning school-house, Thorndike, 10 00 
4 4 4 4 cash paid out for schools, 6 33 

C. B. Shaw, wood, Shaw Dist., 25 67 

P. P. & T. D. Potter, wood, Duck, 66 00 


$7,005 21 

FITTING UP SCHOOL-ROOMS. 


J. L. Hammett, school furniture, Depot, $297 00 

4 4 4 4 freight on 44 “ 6 48 

National School Furniture Co., furniture, Three Bivers, 292 32 
Silas Buggies, pd. for labor on school-rooms, 44 136 25 

Burleigh & Keyes, lumber for “ u 7 65 

T. D. & P. P. Potter, 44 “ “ 70 71 

T. M. Walker, doors for “ “ 20 90 

George Bobinson, hardware for “ “ 41 94 
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Paid Palmer Mill Co., lime, hair &c., school-rooms Three 

Rivers, $23 41 

C. A. Brown & Co., labor and mdse., school-rooms, Three 

Rivers, 9 03 

A. Burleigh, labor on school-rooms, Depot, 34 20 

C. A. Brown & Co., stove, pipe and zinc, school-rooms, 

Depot, 37 35 

J. A. Eldridge, desk for school-rooms, Thorndike, 17 25 

C. A. Brown & Co., labor and mdse., Duck, 10 91 


$1,005 40 


KEF AIRS ON SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


44 

44 


E. Ryther, repairs, and painting school-rooms, Duck, 

“ 44 on blinds, and painting house, 

Alva Thayer, labor on school-house, Depot, 

L. Kenerson, 44 44 

S. Leach, 46 “ 

Geo. Robinson, hardware, 44 44 

Cyrus Ramsdell, painting school-house, Three Rivers, 

S. Ruggles, repairs at 44 

Chas. Hastings, stone posts 44 

P. P. & T. D. Potter, lumber for fence, school-house, 
Thorndike, 

Chas. Hastings, stone posts for school-house, Thorndike, 21 75 

44 5 75 

44 33 16 

44 30 13 

44 14 00 

44 9 52 

Mason, 2 00 

Center, 70 


134 00 
133 23 
15 24 
31 40 
12 89 
4 70 
22 70 
19 60 
37 50 

40 25 


Boston Duck Co., iron pipe, 

M. Keith, painting fence, 

N. Howard, labor, 

L. Breard, labor, 44 

Geo. Robinson, hardware for fence, 

M. C. Fenton, labor, 

Geo. Robinson, hardware, 


$568 52 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES FOR SCHOOLS. 

T. A. Leete, services on School Committee, 

Silas Ruggles, 44 44 44 1873, 

u u 44 ’ 44 44 


120 00 
81 50 
92 00 
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Paid Chas. R. Shaw, labor, 1874, 

$153 95 

G. W. Randall, 44 44 

307 50 

Joshua Graves, 44 44 

100 00 

J. W. Weeks, 44 44 

404 50 

Chas. Sherman, 44 u 

125 30 

J. R. Wellman, 44 44 

' 122 50 

Bradley Olney, 44 u 

73 00 

Horace Smith, u 44 

60 00 

George Mooers, 4 6 44 . 

474 21 

E. M. Bartlett, 4 4 4 4 

135 00 

Eugene Shorley, 4 4 4 4 

92 00 

James O’Neal, 4 4 4 4 

16 00 

Merrick Whitney, 4 4 4 4 

300 00 

John O’Connor, 44 on streets, Depot, 

61 12 

$2,515 88 

REPAIRS ON HIGHWAY NEAR MERRICK BRIDGE. 

J. W. Weeks, filling road and building railing, 

$278 87 

BUILDING NEW ROAD AND LAND DAMAGE, 

John O’Connor, building road, 

$225 00 

John Feeney, land damage, 

4,000 00 

William Thompson, land damage, 

1,600 00 

M. W. French, 4 4 4 4 

400 00 

S. R. Lawrence, 4 4 4 4 

300 00 

$6,525 00 

BRIDGES. 

L. Breard, labor on iron bridge, Thorndike, 

$16 50 

N. Howard, 44 4 4 4 4 

11 50 

Palmer & Leach, half expense building, Blanchards, 

245 40 

Jonathan Griffin, repairs on bridge, So. Belchertown 

, 8 50 

Thorndike Co., building canal bridge, Thorndike, 

200 00 

44 repairing bridges, 44 

5 00 

Boston Duck Co., 4 4 4 4 

2 62 
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Paid P. P. & T. D. Potter, labor and lumber on bridges, $154 18 
A. R. Smith, plank and timber, iron bridge, Thorn¬ 
dike, 47 34 

W. B. Lawton, u Hastings bridge, 37 28 

u u u Depot and Thorndike bridges, 84 98 

R. Jenks, repairs on bridge, 2 

Town of.Brimfield, plank for King bridge, 15 30 

E. Hathaway, repairs, 2 32 

J. D. Sawyer, u sluce bridge, 4 ^0 

J. O. Hamilton, cash and labor on bridges, 13 75 

S. Leach, labor on Shaw and Burleigh bridge, 2 53 

Geo. Robinson, nails for bridges, -7 33 

N. Howard, labor on Thorndike bridge, 3 68 

J. A. Palmer, plank and labor on bridges, Depot, 12 08 


$879 79 

SUPPORT OF POOR. 

Town of Belchertown, for support of Old’s children, 

1873, $ 53 52 

J. C. Warner, for support of Mrs. Thompson, 41 65 

J. B. Thomas, attendance on pauper, 1873, 5 00 

J. A. Squier, coal for poor farm, 5 18 

J. A. Palmer, taking pauper to Tewksbury, 16 25 

J. D. Sawyer, soap for poor farm, 3 00 

P. W. Webster, cash paid for assisting paupers, 1873, 6 40 

Northampton Hospital, for support Mrs. H. Gerald, 189 16 
Caroline Brown, u H. Walker, 1873, 40 00 

Agt. State charities, u Thos. Ashton, 28 28 

Smith & Co., goods for poor farm, 147 21 

H. G. Loomis, coffins for paupers, 49 00 

Foskit & Holbrook, goods for poor farm, 20 

City of Worcester, unsettled pauper account, 18/3, 39 85 

S. Moore, plaster for poor farm, 7 50 

Essex County, for support F. Cooley, H 71 

G. W. Cobb, crackers for tramps, 22 80 

City of Boston, for support S. Lucas and Pat Owen, 18/3, 87 64 

44 4 ( 44 4 4 44 44 1874, 58 55 
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Paid Town of Ware, for support A. Bacon and Mrs. Hastings, $48 53 
C. H. Murdock, goods for Sharon family, 14 00 

J. K. Knox, swine for poor farm, 28 00 

Geo. Robinson, goods 44 19 04 

H. P. & J. S. Holden, goods for Earle family, 11 92 

Wm. Holbrook, attendance on poor, 15 50 

Silas Ruggles, 46 44 81 45 

J. K. Warren, 44 44 iq 59 

C. A. Brown & Co., goods for poor farm, 7 84 

N. Howard, cash paid out for poor, 10 78 

E. Calkius, 4 4 4 4 44 27 95 

s ' goods furnished for poor, 8 48 

J. B. Shaw, for goods furnished Grady, Sharon and Dowd 

families, 15 70 

J. B. Shaw, goods for poor farm, 13 57 

M. Whitney, expense to Tewksbury, 9 25 

Chas. Sherman, supt. poor farm, 289 05 

E. Calkins, services overseer poor, 117 75 

N. Howard, 4 4 44 44 15 25 

M. Whitney, 4 4 4 4 44 15 00 

u Sending pauper to poor farm 5 00 

J. A. Squier, coal for Donovan family, 11 26 


$1,620 78 

BUILDING RAILING. 

Paid A. R. Smith, §33 00 

Horace Smith, 93 qo 

O. F. Shepard, 19 5 q 

Frank Miller, 130 00 

Purlin Shearer, 2 50 

John Ferrill, 2 00 

Josiah Gates, 5 90 

M. C. Fenton, g 00 

A. L. Haines, 35 75 


$328 75 
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REPAIRING TOWN HOUSE AND BUILDING FENCE. 

S. Leach, shingling town-house, 248 87 

E. Ryther, labor on “ 3 16 

S. L. Clough, u “ 56 43 

A. R, Smith, building fence, 64 00 


$372 46 

ERECTING GUIDE BOARDS. 

Paid A. R. Smith, $73 00 

REDUCING DEBTS OF THE TOWN. 

Paid Susan Fenton, Note, $530 00 

Ralph Green, u 1,060 00 

Susan E. Rogers, “ 530 00 

Waterman Fuller, Note, 531 25 

Sarah Chandler, “ 428 00 


$3,079 25 

INTEREST ON NOTES. 

Paid Robert McMaster, $180 00 

A. N. Dewey, 84 00 

J. K. Child, (adm'r) 90 00 

Reuben Rogers, 113 50 

N. J. Loomis, 16 00 

P. P. Potter, 182 00 

Ware Savings Bank, 615 00 

Palmer, u u 168 36 


a 


$1,150 86 
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SUMMARY. 

Paid for Schools, 

$7,005 

Fitting-up school rooms, 

1,005 

Repairs on school-houses, 

568 

Contingent expenses for schools, 

610 

Contingencies, 

1,734 

Highways, 

2,515 

Bridges, 

879 

Support of poor, 

1,620 

Building new road and land damage 

6,525 

Repairs on highway near Merrick bridge, 

278 

Repairs on town-house. 

372 

Erecting guide-boards, 

73 

Building railing, 

328 

State aid, 

1,504 

Reducing town debt, 

3,079 

Interest on Notes, 

1,150 

State tax, 

2,320 

County tax, 

2,550 

$34,123 


DEBTS OF THE TOWN. 
Notes due on demand; 


Robert McMaster 

$1,500 00 

Mrs. Mary B. Webster, 

450 00 

Reuben Rogers, 

2,650 00 

Permelia Rogers, 

1,300 00 

Shem Loomis, 

1,100 00 

Nancy J. Loomis, 

200 00 

Rebecca Gates, 

200 00 

Calvin Bliss, 

200 00 

P. P. Potter, 

2,600 00 

J. S. Loomis, 

500 00 

Ware Savings Bank, 

4,500 00 

Mon son 66 “ 

2,300 00 

Palmer, u u 

3,700 00 


21 

40 

52 

68 

36 

88 

79 

78 

00 

87 

46 

00 

75 

00 

25 

86 

00 

75 

56 


$ 21,200 00 
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Notes due in four years : 

Robert McMaster, 

A. N. Dewey, 

J. K. Child, (adm’r,) 

$1,500 00 

1,400 00 

1,500 00 

$4,400 00 

Interest on the above, (estimated,) 

$25,600 00 
1,750 00 

$27,350 00 

CLAIMS AGAINST THE TOWN, 

MARCH 4, 1875. 

Notes and Interest, 

Two outstanding Orders, 

Due J. A. Palmer, collector, 1874. 

$27,350 00 

145 47 

149 00 

$27,644 47 


DUE THE TOWN, MARCH 4, 1875. 


Balance in the Treasury, 

Thompson fund in Palmer Savings Bank, 
J. A. Palmer, collector, 1874, 

Franklin Morgan Estate for school house, 
From State for State Aid, 

$2,983 08 

963 39 

1,635 04 

34 00 

1,548 00 

$7,163 51 

Balance against the town, 

$20,480 96 


E. BROWN, 1 Selectmen 

O. B. SMITH, \ of 
J. 0. HAMILTON, J Palmer. 








Report of the Overseers of the Poor. 

For the Year ending March 1, 1875. 


Inventory, March 1, 1874, 

$1,576 53 

Interest on cost of farm, 

180 00 

Superintendent’s salary, 

317 09 

Expenses Out, 

457 11 


$2,5.30 73 


RECEIPTS. 


Inventory, March 1, 1875, 
Receipts from poor farm, 


Cost of Paupers at Poor farm, 


$1,808 00 
198 63 

-— $2,006 63 


$524 10 


Whole number of paupers admitted at poor farm, 9 
Number of paupers assisted not at poor farm, .36 

Number of tramps lodged and fed at poor farm, 612 

Number of tramps at tramp rooms, 496 

Whole number of tramps for the year, 1108 


ENOS CALKINS, \ Overseers 
NATHAN HOW'ARD, l 0 f 
MERRICK WHITNEY, j the Poor. 







REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
SCHOOLS. 


According to the statement * of the assessors, there 
were in town May 1st, 1874, nine hundred and twenty- 
nine children between the ages of five and fifteen. The 

* Statement by the Assessors of the number of children in town in 1874, 
between the ages of five and fifteen. 


Centre district, 

old 

No. 1, 

46 

Three Rivers, 

< i 

“ 2, 

166 

Palmer, 

a 

“ 3, 

170 

Mason, 

n 

“ 4, 

13 

Burley, 

a 

“ 3, 

6 

Shaw, 

“ 

“ 7, 

13 

Shearer, 

it 

“ 8, 

11 

Gamwell, 

a 

“ 9, 

5 

Bondsville, 

a 

“ 10, 

155 

Whiting (formerly Eos- 



ter & Hastings), 

a 

“ 5 & 11, 

20 

Thorndike, 

u 

“ 12, 

324 

Total 



929 


Children of the Burley and Shearer districts are accommodated in th e 
Palmer and Three Rivers schools. 

Those of the Gamwell district attend at Powers’s Corner, and Brimfield is 
paid for their tuition. 

In the year 1873-4, when the Assessors enrolled 844 children of the school 
age, there were 933 different scholars of all ages in the public schools during 
the year. In that ratio there will be found to be the present year (1874-5), 
1027 different pupils. 
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whole number of members of the schools in all of the 
five out-districts any one term of the school year 
1874-5 was one hundred and six. Attendance in pro¬ 
portion to population of school age, is comparatively 
large in these districts. In the Centre it is as 1 to 1.24; 
in the Whiting as 1 to 1.53; in the Mason and Shaw 
as one to one, that is, in the last two, as many children 
attended school as the assessors found there between 
the ages of five and fifteen. The assessors merge 
Blanchardville with Palmer village, and report for the 
whole one hundred and seventy scholars of the school 
age. 

Taking out the largest number connected with 
the Blanchardville school in any one term (twenty- 
eight) and there is a remainder of one hundred 
and fifty-two to be accommodated in the Palmer 
schools. But in these there have been at least eleven 
scholars over fifteen years of age, which added to one 
hundred and forty-two make one hundred and fifty- 
three to be taught in them. But according to the 
teachers’ registers, one hundred and fifty-six different 
pupils have actually been connected with the Palmer 
village schools in a single term the past year. The 
general fact is that, except in the rarest instances, the 
school attendance is considerably smaller than the 
school population. For instance, Three Rivers has of 
such a population, one hundred and sixty-six. But 
the largest whole number connected with its schools 
any single term was one hundred and thirty-seven, and 
that too, not reckoning out those over fifteen, who 
were members of the highest grade of school there. 
Bondsville contains a population of this class to the 
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number of one hundred and fifty-five. But the 
largest attendance there any one term has been one 
hundred and twenty-seven. 

In this case, too, those over fifteen, belonging to the 
upper schools, are included, although the ratio of 
attendance to school population is thus increased be¬ 
yond the actual fact; that is to say, if those over fifteen 
were excluded it would be seen that the number of 
scholars of the school age, actually connecting them¬ 
selves with the schools, in proportion to the number 
returned by the assessors, is still smaller than as given 
above. 

The report for Thorndike is that there are three 
hundred and twenty-four children between five and 
fifteen years of age. But here the largest number on the 
school registers during any one term, has been one 
hundred and sixty-four. This also includes those over 
fifteen years of age, although the assessors’ returns do 
not. It shows a very great disproportion between the 
attendance and the population of the school age. In 
but one term has the ratio been as high as one to two. 
In other words, not one half of the children between 
five and fifteen have had the legal (or indeed any) 
amount of public instruction. 

From what was said above of the Palmer village 
schools, it is apparent that the population of school 
age has increased there during the year. It is clear 
enough, from observation, that the same is true of 
Three Rivers. 

The Assessors’ report of the number of children in 
town between the ages of five and fifteen for the year 
1872, was that there were seven hundred and ninety ; 
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for 1873, eight hundred and forty-four; for 1874, nine 
hundred and twenty-nine—an increase from 1872 to 
1873 of fifty-four, and from 1873 to 1874, of eighty- 
five. At this rate simply, this Spring’s report should 
raise the number to ten hundred and fifty-five. It is 
therefore reasonable to suppose that the number to be 
accommodated in the village schools will be greater 
the coming, than in any previous year. 

We are required to furnish educational facilities to 

all who are of the proper age. 

If we take the numbers that probably must be 
schooled in the several villages the ensuing year, 
basing the estimate upon the Assessors’ returns, we 
shall have for Palmer, one hundred and seventy-seven ; 
for Three Rivers, one hundred and eighty-eight; for 
Bondsville, one hundred and seventy-six; and for 
Thorndike, three hundred and sixty-seven. 

This would give schools in each village of the follow¬ 
ing sizes:—four in Palmer, of forty-five each ; four in 
Three Rivers, of forty-seven each; four in Bondsville, 
of forty-four each; and four in Thorndike, of ninety- 
two each. Of course a school of ninety-two scholars 
of differing attainments is what no teacher can do 
justice to. 

Our only salvation in the case of Thorndike would 
be in having the present ratio of attendance to school 
population (one to two) continue, and this would give, 
say, four schools of forty-six each. 

But let us take another view. Let the attendance 
remain the same the next year, as in the past, then, 
in Palmer we should have four schools of thirty-nine 
each. Thirty-nine or forty pupils, whose attainments 
vary, as they practically do in the public schools, are 
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enough, for any teacher to attempt to do well by. If 
put into three schools the numbers might not be so great 
as to destroy all efficiency, but the classes would have to 
be altogether too numerous for the good of the taught, on 
account of the impossibility of classifying more closely 
than at present, without doing violence to the scholar¬ 
ship of many. 

On the basis of the past, there will be in Three 
Rivers in 1875-6, four schools, averaging thirty-three 
each, or three averaging forty-four each; but the 
schools in this quarter of the town are doubtless des¬ 
tined to increase quite largely, so much so, as quite to 
overrun the limits of past years. 

In Bondsville, by the same calculation, there must 
be four schools averaging thirty-two each, or three 
averaging forty-two. Thorndike will furnish, with its 
present attendance, four schools of forty-one each, or 
three averaging fifty-five. It is easy to see that they 
should be much larger than this. 

Part of the year nineteen, and part of the year 
eighteen schools, have been in session. 

In 1873-4 we had but fifteen. With an appropria- 
priation twenty per cent, higher than last year, we 
have had to keep up twenty-three per cent, more 
schools. The time during which the schools have 
been kept open has fallen eight per cent, short of nine 
months. Several times, in past years, there has been 
a still greater contraction than this. We have contin¬ 
ued the out-district schools as long as the others, in 
pursuance of what seemed to be the wish of the town. 

We have employed one male teacher, in each of the 
villages, the major part of the time, as seemed to be 
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demanded. This plan has necessitated the payment, 
in a few instances, of higher wages than in former 
years. With this exception, the expenses have been 
kept down to as low a figure as usual, in proportion to 
the number of schools carried on. 

It is unfortunate, so far as schools are concerned, 
that our four villages are situated as they are. If they 
constituted but one it would be easy to save some por¬ 
tion of the present and prospective expense of carry¬ 
ing on the schools. 

It has been the aim of the Committee this year, to 
improve upon their own past efforts. 

With a few incidental failures there has been a satis¬ 
factory progress generally, among the pupils. The 
o-oal towards which we have striven, has been to make 
our schools furnish a type of education equal to that 
sought after by individuals in out-of-town institutions. 

We hazard nothing in saying that even now, your 
children can he well-taught here. 

We insert the following financial statement:— 


Town appropriation for 1874-5, 

Income of Massachusetts School Fund, 

Income of Merrick Fund, 

Income of dog tax, 

Received for rent of school-rooms, 

Due from Monson and Ware for tuition, 

Received from H. A. Rindge, “ “ 

Received from A. Canterbury, “ ‘ 4 

Due from other individuals, “ “ 

$6,000 00 
350 28 
57 38 
336 71 
83 25 
70 72 
10 00 
3 00 
35 00 

Total, 

$6,946 34 

Paid out for teachers, fuel, and care of houses, 

Paid Brimfield for tuition of Miller children, 

$6,953 25 
21 96 

Total, 

$6,975 21 

Expenditure beyond the appropriation, 

$28 87 
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The appropriation for repairs was $400. We have 
expended $568 52, overrunning, $168 52. But 
the painting of the house at Bondsville, which con¬ 
sumed so large a part of the assigned fund, was very 
greatly needed. 

The fence around the house at Thorndike was in a 
falling condition, and required immediate attention. 
The school buildings throughout the town are now in 
pretty good repair. 

If the town, however, should see fit to set apart a 
sum sufficient for refitting, a part, at least, of the in¬ 
terior of the house at Thorndike, it would be money 
well bestowed. 

The committee do not see how they could have been 
faithful to the interests of the town in the management 
of the school property and yet have omitted to make 
these repairs. 

The appropriation for fitting-up school-rooms was 
$1,000; expenditure, $1,005 40. Excess of expend¬ 
itures, $5.40. 

It might, therefore, be remarked that the total 
amount in which we have exceeded the appropriations 
•in all, is $202 79. But there has been paid to the 
town, by the administrators of the estate of the late B. 
F. Morgan, the sum of $211 for the houses in the Gam- 
well, Shearer, Hastings, and Foster districts. This 
leaves a balance for the Treasury of $8.21 above the 
expenditures for teachers, fuel, care of houses, repairs 
and refitting. 

We have given you estimates of the number of 
scholars likely to be in our schools the ensuing year. 
These have been based upon two suppositions,—one 
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that the number were to remain the same as last year, 
contrary to all the past, and to all probability; 
another, that it were to increase, as it is sure to do. 
On either supposition it is apparent that fewer schools 
than were maintained in 1874-5, would be almost an 
absurdity. We leave it, then, to the judgment of the 
town, whether the school appropriation should not be 
more generous. We can sometimes get a good teacher 
for small pay, but are always unable to retain her long 
for such pay. Although when we speak of small pay, 
we mean very small, in comparison with the wages 
paid in those towns where the schools are most effi¬ 
ciently managed. 

The Committee has had no penchant for graded 
schools and, properly speaking, maintains no such 
schools. We are, however, forced into the measure of 
separating the whole number of scholars in each of the 
villages into three or four divisions, which may loosely 
be called grades, in order that anything whatever may 
be done by the teachers with so many pupils. It can 
readily be seen that it is impracticable for a large num¬ 
ber of scholars in all stages of progress, to pursue their 
studies together and recite to the same teacher. The 
youngest can be classified most closely; hence a 
Primary school may be large, and yet yield fewer 
classes than a Grammar school of no more than one- 
third its numbers. Yet were the means furnished for 
maintaining more teachers for even the lowest grades, 
it would have an excellent effect upon the educational 
interests of our town. 


TABULAR STATEMENT, 


LOCATION. 


TEACHERS. 


A. Gardiner Fisher. 

R. F. Watkins. 

Sarah A. Buxton ... 


Hattie J. Morse. 

Elwin Hitchcock.... < 
Ellen C. Stimson ... 
Sarah Sedgewick ... 
David A. Shaw..... 
Louise R. Shumway. 
Helen C. Robertson. 


Palmer, High. 

“ Grammar..., 

11 Intermediate. 

“ Primary.iMary D. Wallis ... 

Thorndike, Grammar.... Henry P. Billings.. 

“ Intermediate. Eliza J. Howard. 

“ 1st Primary.. 

44 2nd 44 

Bondsville, Grammar ... 

44 Intermediate. 

44 Primary. 

Three Rivers, Grammar. 

44 44 Int’rmed’t. 

44 44 Primary.. 

Blanchardville, Mixed.. 

Centre, “ 

Whiting, “ 

Mason, 44 

Shaw, 44 

Palmer, High.... 

“ Grammar. 

44 Intermediate ... 

44 Primary. 

Thorndike, Grammar ... 

“ Intermediate. 

44 Primary. 

Bondsville, Grammar ... 

44 Intermediate 

44 Primary. 

Three Rivers, Grammar. 

“ “ Int’rmed't 

“ 44 Primary.. 

Blanchardville, Mixed . 

Centre, 44 

Whiting, 44 

Mason, 44 

Shaw, 44 

Palmer, High... 

44 Grammar . 

44 Intermediate.... 

44 Primary .. 

Thorndike, Grammar.... 

44 Intermediate. 

44 2nd Primary 

44 1st 44 M. Emma lViuraocK 

Bondsville, Grammar ... Elwin Hitchcock... 

44 Intermediate Ellen C. Stimson .. 

44 Primary.Sarah Sedgewick .. 

Three Rivers, Grammar. M. P. Dickey ...... 

4 4 4 4 Int’rmed’t. Louise R. Shumwa} 

4 4 4 4 Primary.. Helen C. Robertsor 

Blanchardville, Mixed.. Hattie E. Wallis... 

Centre, 44 Helen King. 

Whiting, 44 Abbie D. Ruggles.. 

Mason, 44 No school. 

Shaw, 44 Mary L. Graves. 


Helen King . . . 

Abbie D. Ruggles.. 
J. Addie Burleigh.. 
Esther A. Graves.. 
A. Gardiner Fisher, 
Mary E. Marsh.... 

Sarah A. Buxton... 
Mary D. Wallis ... 
Ella L. Leete...... 

Eliza J. Howard... 
M. Emma Murdock. 
Elwin Hitchcock.... 

Ellen C. Stimson... 
Sarah Sedgewick ... 

M. P. Dickey. 

Louise R. Shumway, 


Hattie E. Wallis.... 

Helen King.. 

Abbie D. Ruggles.. 
J. Addie Burleigh.. 
Esther A. Graves.. 
A. Gardiner Fisher 
Mary E. Marsh.... 
Sarah A. Buxton .. 
Mary D. Wallis... 
William Twombley 
Ella L. Leete.... .. 
J. A. Brakenridge. 


Wages. IV 

llonths. 

Whole 

No. A 
School. 

iv. No. 

#75 

3 

34 

28 

40 

n 

30 

17 

35 

3 

48 

40 

36 

3 

67 

57 

50 

3 

22 

17 

35 

3 

36 

30 

. 35 

3 

52 

43 

. 35 

3 

35 

26 

. 50 

3 

25 

22 

. 35 

2 

43 

34 

. 35 

3 

53 

47 

- * 50 

3 

33 

20 

. 35 

3 

64 

34 

. 35 

n 

40 

29 

. 35 

3 

28 

21 

. 35 

3 

37 

27 

. 35 

2 h 

13 

12 

. 32 

2 7-20 

13 

10 

. 32 

3 

13 

11 

. 85 

3 

29 

25 

. 40 

3 

40 

34 

. 35 

3 

31 

25 

. 36 

3 

56 

51 

. 40 

3 

42 

35 

. 38 

3 

55 

47 

. 35 

3 

67 

56 

. 50 

3 

24 

21 

. 35 

3 

39 

31 

. 35 

3 

55 

44 

. 60 

3 

35 

24 

. 35 

3 

47 

37 

. 35 

3 

34 

30 


3 

25 

18 


3 

37 

25 

. 35 

3 

15 

13 

. 32 

3 

14 

9 

. 32 

3 

15 

11 

,. 85 

3 

20 

16 

,. 40 

2 9-10 

31 

24 

35 

2 h 

36 

29 

36 

2 h 

56 

44 

.. 55 

2» 

28 

26 

.. 38 

2f 

36 

34 

.. 35 

2| 

42 

35 

.. 35 

2f 

51 

43 

.. 50 

n 

26 

23 

.. 35 

n 

49 

42 

.. 35 

n 

52 

42 

.. 60 

3 

35 

27 

' . 35 

n 

40 

31 

U. 35 

n 

35 

28 


2£ 

28 

23 

.. 35 

2| 

37 

31 

.. 35 

2 h 

19 

17 

32 

n 

15 

13 


Respectfully submitted, 

B. M. FULLERTON,) 

SILAS RUGGLES, > School Committee , 
T. A. LEETE, ) 



















































































